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The St. Charles Wednesday Study Club is presenting this Centennial 
booklet to the residents and friends of St. Charles Toinship as a co 
of the developnent of this area during the latterlhalf of the nineteenth 
century. It is our sincere hope that each of ym will find pleasure i 
reminiscing with us in this brief resume of the beginning of our comun- 
ity. In the writing of such a history, many deserving and interestin 
personalities may not have been included because of the lack of inforna- 
tion; for this we are truly sorry. 


The Wednesday Study Club was organized in_1907. One of its charter 
members, Mrs. Snna (Jay) Doty, was the wifeof the first white child born 
in St.Charles. Mrs. Sarah Davis Lytle, a friend of Mrs. Doty's, was the 
oldest daughter of the first settler, Hiram Davis. It is to these two peo- 
ple as well as to Mrs. Slizabeth Winters, as the oldest Living person born 
in St.Charles, that we humodly wish to dedicate this Centennial booklet. 
Mrs.Doty and Mrs. Lytle have written short nenoirs of their early experiences 
as pioneers here. We think it most fitting that we begin this history by 
presenting to you, in their own words, life as they lived it in the early 
years dthe history of "The Forks". 


Before we begin, the committee wishes to thank all those who have con— 
tributed their help in presenting this story to you. If it werenot for 
your gensrous contributions, our history would have been very incomplete. 
= special thanks is given to Mrs. Slisabeth Vinters for her invaluable help 
in securing much early history. 
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lirs.Willian 3, Barnhart, Chairman, Mrs. Robert White, Mrs. Howard W.Cornford 
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YIOWSSR DAYS IN ST.° CHARLES 2 
by Mrs. Smma Doty tea 


Because this paper must of necessity be largely personal reminiscences, 

I feel tempted to change the title to read: MY pioneer days in St. Charles. 

What memories come rushing back to me as I poise my pencil ready to begin. I 

eae again the shy, overgrown garky,awkward girl whose most cherished pos-— 

ession is a small rose geranium which has been brought in its clay pot, all 

=e way from Cleveland, in my hand. I might say here that it froze long be- 
fore spring. 


4eain I am homesick as homesick can be. Again the bitter tears start 
.as I live over again that never to be forgotten first year in St. Charles. 
_We-had left behind us prosperous, well-kept farms -'a community. where every- 
one had an abundance of such things as vegetables, fruit, milk, butter, eggs 
etc. We had come to a place where none of these things could be obtained in 
any great abundance for love or money. 

£ wish I could picture for you St. Charles as it was then. A few scatter- 
ed homes, a store or two, some saloons, some more saloons, and then a saloon 
or. two more. The streets swarming with men, these men for the most part wore 
the picturesque garb of the old-tine lumberjack - a heavy mackinaw, shirt of 
some startling big plaid, a pair of trousers faced front and back with white 
bag stuff, at least it had once been a.white bag, their feet. shod in snowpacs, 
and sticking fron the top of one of these, you might oftén see the butt of a 
“revolver while a whiskey bottle bulged the other. But the glory ofthe whole 
costume was the sash wound several tines around the body and tied over the 
left. hip, the long, fringed ends flapping proudly as the owner walked. These 
sashes were a gay striped affair and nearly all. had a lot of red in then. 


I find, upon consulting. ny sister's old diary, that the town consisted of 
ee stores, five mills, two boarding houses, a hotel and fourteen saloons, 
ides the bars in the hotel and one of the boarding - housés. 


sverywhere was sawdust. The streets were thick yeaa Li meee LOCLS:. Of, 
the stores were covered with it. Huge. piles of green lumber. and shingles gave 
- silent but powerful testinony to the fact that this was a lumbering town. The 
snell of the pine hung in the. air; there was. nothing but pine, pine, pine. And, 
-oh, the wrath-provoking thing .it was to burn the green shingle slabs that peo- 
ple used for fuel. A great pile had always to be stacked. behind the stove to 
dry and the smell ferivcaige clung to everything in the houss Often and often the 
housewife of those other days found herself operating a e ireless" cooker. 


You have doubtless heard of the ravenous appetite one gets in the pine 
woods. Personally, I can only remember this zuch: we had an appetite, anda 
big one, for fresh neat, fresh fruit, vegetables, eggs and milk, an appetite 
that refused to be satisfied with the St. Charles diet. Let me list for you 
a well stocked larder in pioneer’ St. Charles. Salt meats, pork, beef and may- 
be salt fish, beans, dried apples, prunes, rice, raisins, potatoes and butter 
were occasionally to be had; flour and sugar. Of course, though, the sugar 
was nostly brown. I have seen it when not a pound of white sugar, or coffee 
sugar, as it was then spoken of, could be had from any store here, and this 
was several years after we first came here. 
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Remember, please, that the day of canned goods was not on hand. The 
gs ee store of apnlebutter and dried fruit that ny nother had brought 
eae 1er was soon exhausted, it being sucha pleasure to divide thines. I 
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o" or sonethine “to that effect. 
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Blackberries and Imickleberriss afere very plentiful a little 
town a few year datver. They came close on the hesls of the lunb 
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When ve all cane down with fever and ague that first surrer, my father 
nade many trips to Saginay to get some longsd for dine eke Fresh meat he 
often got by hiring someone to go into ‘the woods and kill earne. liy father 
paid: then for his day's work; sometimes he got souirrels, sometines it- might 
bs partridges, or a big, wild turkey, and ones, I remember, he got. a bear cud. 
You can only realize how welcome these thines were when you renenoer that the 
meat market came to St. Charles several years behind your hunble servant. 
fo) pioneer experiences that ight be called the as 
tures. I can say without a monent's hesitation tha 

S S ss were the bright spots of ny eherai on 
ee cna-! oe DATO UD. ngs alnost compensated for the lost comforts of “civiliza- 
tion.: ; aye act saa Sas 
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_./I night tell, you about the first store ever opened in St.Charles. Eov 
the. entire stock of goods was brought up ae Saginaw in an Indian canoe. 
_ Replenis hnent was nade sometimes in the sane way. Sometimes'the trip was 


~made overland, following the olds Indian. trail, the goods carried in a.pack 


on the back, or if the ice was strong enough, aman sonétines skated down 
the river and pulled a big hand sled with the needed supplies. ey er 


I've heard my nother-in-law tell of this earliest tine of all in St. 
Charles. The Doty's were among the-very first settlers, being in fact, the 
second white fanily. My husband was the first white child born in St. Char- 
les. I've heard his nother speak so often of the two years that she spent 
in carp on the Beaver Cree!:, only two miles from what is now St.Charles, but 

led "The Forks", and in all that time she never saw a white woman. 


was then ca 
Her good neighbors were 211 sauaws and she said they were indeed good neigh- 
bors and when one of her children becarne s , the sauaws. and the Indians as 
well; did all they could. he said one of e sduavws stayed and helped in the 
Carew: whe Daly ene sche house-worl: for sé 5 
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0T2: These are the reminiscences of Mrs. Sarzh Davis Lyt e McGlocimey, 
the oldest daughter of Hiram Davis, who. was the aie white rian to séttle in 
Charles. He came here in 1849:-- These menories were 
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éd to the Wednesday Study Club in iSite. 


It seens not so very long ago that ny. father, Hiran Davis 
what is nov St. Charles. " course, ad no name then. but 
7 ! 3 
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far enough anynow, that we 1ever. thousht of Osea Our neiehdors 

Pact, were the Indians, and they were near cnough at all times, but + 

risndly and none of US ever felt any fear of. then. 7 

younéer children chwred with the young Indians, they being their heal atts a 
mates for a Lone Fice- 


i have no idea how far’ at right have be to our nearest neighbors 
1a) 


ther j Hicholas Vas the second. 
fi hin ‘that ny yo ee 2 S r les : 
hin, though ay mother gonetines Said they probadly wouldnit+ have .talzen hin 
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Soon after we Settle here, ny father helved cut a ad through to apes 
ing; then folks soon began to settle here. Before oe Se, Was made, every- 
thing had to cone Oy the river route in canoes and Parts 


c S , Or eles __ packed" in. 
LS ; after we did and were the next ones to 
settle hers. liv Do ty. put in a snal ods and sold eh, fro one 
room of his house. . Later, he built a store Ouiiding and had nore goods. The 
Terst place where things cane be bought was-a't Charles naoei ome nts S, though he 
didn't kesn a resular store until years later. He only orought un Sturr ito 
Supply his carps and the én who worked for hin. 


had ‘been here for awhile, my father and two other men built the 

hev-nill bsean tio nate. iunber, my mother-and T thought 

le: to ovr log houss, Which was pretty small for so 

ft ers so slow that: my nother ind myself finally built 
LG Ourselvss, anda pretty good kitchen we bhought Bie Were, tog. 
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built a log hut and hi red 2 school teacher fron Chesaning 
On children. The tencher!s nane wa =ugusta Griswold... I 
don't renenbsr ho: long she taught us, but I think unvil the public school got 
started a fou year inter 
pee Dero tort tounoy here were peonls by the-raneof Carnenter. They 
had two children, o6th Doys.° TI eanit¢ really te11 tho cane nsxt, but auite a 


20S. to °c. “wane house was pus up right close to our log home. It wag 
built by Lr Carnenter. These two houses stood for “ony years on the south 


Side of the rive® there the railroad was afterwards built. Its how the 


Bintervories Parcs. = think this should de named "Pioneer Park" and sone menor 
inl or morier be erected, either by the Clud or the citizens of St. Charles. 


in PhS, Susmer «2 1853, my father built 2 big log hotel and eas sae where 
Be WAS married » ice xexk years Februa ary 22, 18eh: We were che first white folks 
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to'oe married here. My husband, Froomnn Thytle, had been here a VEAL FOLD xo 
and had built the second saw mill, which stood for years afterwards and vas 
later known 2s the Penoyer Mill. [fis Werpetnrrice oy a Mire Coopers a Just— 
tcSeot tthe Peacsiewho had moved,in a little while before: -"The hotel. stood 
where the vacant lot is now,:right in the heart of the town. ‘Some years” 
afterwards, the hotel.burned and the barn back of it (where McCrory's livery 
barn.now stands) was remodeled and made imto 2. hotel, but this: was after xy 
father had sold it. 0 

we Lteseeris: such oO: little while to, look baci to” those® carly. days;idong be- 
fore the Railroad, or even the wagon rond. Most of the lumbering was done 
with. oxteans; the lumber and shingles made here were taken down ther river. to 
soginaw.on rafts and also on lorgs lighters. The first steambost.1I recall on 
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Pubs ravers thie suena Wista. 


Ll rememosr very well when = few men met at our house and decided to or- 
t 


ganize the townshin.and name it St.Charles in honor of Charles Mimberly, who 
by this tine had built a large new-store and hed big ousiness interests hers. 
This.store is still standing, being the Mcksighan Hardware Store. The-first 
election was heldeat.our house. i think it was in the Spring of 138532) The 
first postoffice was started about this tirle and a-ran Sy the name of Oliver 
was the first Postmaster. ; 


* liiss Griswold, the tencher;: end’Mr. Doty organized a Sunday School. 
Our first Fourth of July celebration brought. out auite 2 crowd. We had 
dinner, out-of-doors, :sneecnes, and some contests. One)l remember wis 
a. log rolling contest in which nll the men got soaking wet, and 2 nan by the 
me of Hickey got his hend hur’, not seriously, -butenough that it oled a lot. 
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h flour and water mixed, kept ™rheréealt was)yvarn 
aQ 


Looking back, it dossn't seem to me that we had such a hard tine of it. 
To be sure, there was’ lot of hard work for all the work had to “be done at 
hone; baking, washing, mending, making all the clothes we wore. All thé socks 
and mittens wae ‘mitted by Hand, and how fast boys and men did-wear out the 
feet of their socks! The nmistens seemed never to be all darned up:good. In 
every kitchen you would find a crock of sourings, as they were. called. This 
+ a 
u 


; 
was 2 stone crock filled wi 

and let to get sour for uss in onking. Svery night a little more was add 
tocit: There were no cows -here, you ses, so no one had any scur milk, so 
we, had to use sourings and soéa. No one Imew anything of baking powder in 
those deys. Wothing in the werld smells worse tham wet dirty socits drying: 
behind the stove, unless it is x crock’ ofthese’ sourings. 


In-surming up-thoss old jays of St. Charles before the reilrond cane, 
* 


I recall lots of herd work, scme fun,. lots of good neighbors, ready. and will- 
ing to do anything needing to 3e done from swaddling the new-born to shroud— 
ng nyt hing x ne 

ing the dead. ee ; meget 6 -- 

What was the worst thing we’ had to put. up:with? .Coriz dodts, made ne 
the maddest. -Your floor was always 211 cut up with the pesky things. and 
‘the best? ‘Well, I suess that was the dances wéihad after a Tew fayviliscs 
£06 bere. 

Thus we have the beginning of pioneering in 2 new settlement. = place 
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that was rich in tiz ipsr; Turs>} coal, -ond other sinerals just wai 
courngsous and strong—hesrted settlers to build 2 new way of life. 


although Hirary Davis and his fomilyy were the first settlers, arriving here 
£PBR ew Yorls in 1849; Charles S. Kimberly ond his father, Soeneser purchased 
be Sven before this tine 


tand here -in- 1848 from the ¢ 
Pur Company which John Jacob ss 
) 


lnnd in the 
Dba onsrLec ares. Thad wasnt iv 


t 
plotted out on the ast banic of the Beaver Creek 
and. 2 tannery -establis Hed © It is believed that this tas the’ first industry. 
But sitice this location was not suiteble for 2 tow because of high water, 
another plotting was made west of the Beaver Creek. This was between Beaver 
Creek and the Worth Branch of the Bad River or Matchi-sibi.. slong this North 
street and turning West; © village Deean po be built, pnd the “name giveti-to 
atewas 


x Thenaner tenr 
or formed in Wew York, purchased 
‘@) 


"The Farks". “The Forks" actually was 2 trionele that was ferned by 

the two bodies of water with the village being built back’of this-trisngle. 
iG Ts frs- these bezinninges that transferring of property start feat eng 

Carroll having purchased lands from the oe ee Company sta 

it’ to private on =aeee iF Yeas TA 

ar #2S20:.00. hat 2. 
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Sven Hiram Davis purchased his lands from Charles S. Kir apohae ain 1850. 

hiram Usvisened SecaMentereby*t he» nines’ of param. © You; le reratready been 
invroducsdstoeher as°the wife of ce Lytle, first couple to be married at 
ime eee Freeman Lytl ved here in 1851 from New Yorl:. One of their 
sons was ned Hiran, ar 6 has naciaate lose Stitt Ss ewine “In ouUr= tems nips 
sarah Louise Price, 2 daughter of Benjanin and Clara Price of 


a 
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nor 
TL. 
ae 
— 
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Hiran married Sg 
Fergus. Of their six children, thrée of whom are still living; Ward Lytle 
on the old homestead on Brant Rond, Freeman Lytle of this villnge, and sliza— 


beth Holton now in Pennsylvania. 


Orsarms and Loretta Doty cane oy canoe and rafts in 1851 as it was im 
possible to get through the thick forests.. Their son Jay Doty married Smna 
Russell, author of the yioneer story you hmve read. They had two children, 
Ilah and Guy. Hany of you have been acoviainted with Ilah Brownlee Gale. Sh 
contributed so much of her tine to your village library. Her children are 
Btileedivineg. “Onev’of then; Barbara; lives in hér mother's hone. 


Charles S.-Ximberly, although he played a very important role in the 
developnent of our town, actually only live d here fron 1863- 1868. His hone 
really was in Coruuna nost of. his Liffey “Hes moved towoszsinaw witht his nother 
in 1868, and was married later in 1870. He died in 1875 at the age of 49 
His role here began in 1848 when he began epi be ae: land from the govern- 
ment. It wasn't until 1852-53. that he actually becarne. engaged in lumbering 
moe only in’ St. Charles Townshin, ‘but also in “Brant Ena Marion. Having deen 


+ 


ent understanding 


ie 
educated in New Yerle and being ‘ama ry 
e wonderful personal traits 
t 


- 
and sympathy for his fellow man. Because o 
and his conduct, as well as his dre 


Uwe: Sytics care-teeot. Charles in 1655. He was well lmown for his saw 
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Later it was sold te W.V. Sddy. Hinkley and C. Ashnan bought i 


mill and for his large hotel and Symes Hall, now Bellenbaur:'s store. 


Jared. Freenan was one of our earlier settlers who develaped a gensral 
store as well as lumber trade here. He owned many thousands of acres of 
land fror: which valuable timber was to be had. He came to St. Charles when 
he was 20 years of age in 1854, with five dollars in his pocket, the clothes 
Ke wors, and those contained in his satchel. 


. 


beautiful home is now owned and occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Ado- 
He formerly lived on Vater Street in the home now occupied dy 


Alson L:- Wetmore cane to St. Charles in 1854 to 4perate d mot 
grist mill in St. Charles Township. He lived where Grace Vilson now live 
5) Te 


% 
1856, he married Slizabeth Doty. He first was engaged in operating a sat 
mill in Marion Township. 


alson had two brothers, Delos and Orlando, who séttled here and worked 
with Alson. 


Delos Vetmore married sister of Rolland and Henry Case, doth physi- 
cians ‘insSt. Charles. Delos hod 2 son named albert, who later -narried a 
girl from Canada by the name of Florence Campbell. Their descendants are 


Lester and Burton of Merrill and slicabeth Vetmore Gould of Hemlock... Two 
other sons, Clare and Clayton are deceased. 


The Holiday brothers were also old tiners, coming to.ey, Ghia gs in. 1855. 
They originally cane from New York State. There were five brothers; John, 


Benjanin, Grove, Vatt, George and Miles. 


John Holiday settled in the Jones District. George, Grove, Watt, Miles, 
and Benjamin in the "Old North Town". Benjanin was one of the first physi- 
cians that St: Charles hac.» Many of us will remenoer the musically inclinea 
lulu Frye, daughter of George Holiday. She inherited her talent from her 
father. Their old hone may still be seen om Belle avenue. In the old days, 
it was one of the show places of St. Charles with its large southern style 


veranda and beautiful oy See Ve all enjoyed her vlaying the piano in acc— 
Ompaniment to the 01d silent =ovies.. 


John Holiday's son George, who is still missed. by friends as well 
aS his -fanily, was oorn in Bront Township fanily is well lmown by us 
all: sSarl; Slwood, Barbara, wieta,-andAMorv oJ eOlmebos.told of.bis days in 
2 log cabin near tne Hall home in the Jones District, to his son George. He 

t h 1t 


gE 9 See 
alvays recalled the friendly Indians: It seems that the Indians always fel 
welcome in their home. At night, the doors to the cabin were never closed, 
andi in. thé:norning it was not unusunl to find one.or two Indians curled up 
iny front: of= tha open fireplaces. Grove Holiday operated the little Nell stean- 
best! un and deywm from St. Charles to Saginayv vith Chauncy Freeman. 

-aAlthough the United States census of 1850 records only ‘a few settlers, 
we must name others who came in this early pericd. Mot many facts are imown 
to this writer about then, we ars sure they contributed much te the early 


+} 


settlement of this village. 
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they were: 
Alpheus and Frank Oliver Franiclin Moore 
lw. Carpenter David Gould 
Benjanin Colvin See ee ee 
a, omancies Haris Joseph and David Thempson 
fsanc Bennett Re &. Thompson Sarnuel Hunt’ 
rae fess See LY HONS 1849--1859 
Vhestirste hone was burit oy Kiran Davis for his family on the south 
side ef the river wheeze the railroad was oduilt later. Sarah states in i x 
memoirs that it was rather spall for their large fanily so she and her.mother 
built a kitchen themselves 
O. Doty built his first log home on Beaver Creek about two miles fron 
the For¥s. 
set name shome wae then built by Mr. Carpenter: next to, the Davisihone. - 
THS FIRST SCHOOLS 28D SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Hiram Davis felt the need of the R's for his children. so, L652.) De 
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The first school records from the Michigan Departnent of Public In- 
struction for District #1, located on the south af North Street, was in 
1858. The director was Samuel. Hunt, and he served from 1858 to 1862. 

There were fifty-two children attending school that year, and they attended 

school for three and a half months. The two teachers recsived $25.00. The 

school had one hundred fifty volumes of books. Jarod Freeman was the schol 
inspsctor. 

In 1859, School ey. we was forned with alpheus Oliver as dirsctor, 
and he served in this capacity until 1863. There were seventy students the 
first year. . They mad fat Mote teachers and so did the old town school of 
District rl. 


The District #2 school was located where the Methodist now -have their 
“church on Belle Avexue. 


ORGANIZATION OF TH FORKS 


The Forks, having reached the nininun number of residents reouired to 
organize 2 township did so on Ifonday, xpril 1, 1853 at the home of Hirar 
Davis. The electors were David Gould, Isaac Bennett, and Hiram Davi an 


the election, David Gould was elected the first supervisor. 
Other men who held township offices during these years were: 
Jared Freeman, Supervisor for three years, Township Clerk for two years, 
Village Trustee for two years, and Justice of the Peace - 


one tern. 


4A Mr. Cooper was the first Justice of the Peace. He married the first 
couple in St. Charles, Sarah Davis and Freeman Lytle. 


The second supervisor for St.Charles Township was Isaac Bennett in 1854. 
R.R. Thompson was supervisor for the year 1858. 


TH POST OFFICE ~ 1849-1859 © 


‘The first Post Office was started in 1853 with Frank Oliver as post— 
master. another early postmaster was alson L. Wetmore who served for three 
y.car The post.crfice was. built between the property where the Pure Gas 
now are et the former Hartley garage. 

HOTSLS AND GSNarL STORSS 

In 1853,. Hiram Davis built a large log hotel. Sarah and Freeman were 

married in this hotel, located where the old water works stood. 


The first ger ees store was in'a roon of the home of the Doty family. 
cl small stock of groceries was kept here. 


The second store to open was that of Jared Freeman. 


The next small store was built by C.S. Kimberly. Mr. Kinberly really 


a 


established this first place for supplies for his .wn sawmills. Dur 
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early years, goods had to be shippe Gg yd mie freee Sagir 
boat to do this was:‘the Buena Vista. Other snal 
made the trip:for his personal: stock. 


naw by boat. The e 
r boats.owned by K 
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er, me Duiddeeruch lare er store with a ereater var 
ted where the McKe ighan Hardware Building now stands. 


TWDUSTRIS 


op 


The first- industry kmown to have 


xisted at or-near The Forks in 1649 
was a2 tannery, established by the -merica 


ur Company. 


Q 
ay 
5 
a | 


"Man. Sanderson, in one of his papers, states that one of the earliest 
buildings and businesses here was a Trading Post operated by the Worth West— 
ern Trading Company. It stood near the corner where Charles Brownell's hone 
as located. This was before any.-of: our lcnown permanent settlersrcane 

sarah Dais Lytle states that her father and two others built the first 
Sawmill and were also the first to make lumber. 

In 1852, Freeman Lytle started.the second sawmill. =no ther nill was 


. 


started in this same ye 
and Wisner had 4 mill a 

& nill was built by Sni 
a hinself 2s a carpent 


t 
roby C.H. Mearthur. “He also a shingles. Clark 
fork of the Matchshisibi. The following year, 
h and Gould for a Mr. Corey. Charles Parks establish 
r e Lois 


Im 1OS5,.0; > oyries canes to,.The Forks with 3 capital of $25,000. He in- 
ested in lumber nills. He had three mills which burned, but each time he 
PeuUt tein lool, 1069. and 2876. 


adwin Jones built his saw and shingle nill in 1857, and he continued 
GHis business until 1674. 


: Two other mills came into .existencs at the same.time; nanely, Wendals 
sawmill and Bradley & Company. 


inother important job at this tine was the blacksmith and cooper trades. 
anong the first to be in this business was George Vallace. He started in 
~ 1859. At this same time, he was superintendent of the school. 


Charles Kinoerly started operating sawmills during this period, he and 
Pressman lytle operating the largest .of the midis. 
stor Th Wetmore established the.first gris stnill at The forks. 


Tif YS:BS BEMSEN ~ 1860-1869 


st. Charles is. now the official name of the new township. although 
the renee did not become incorporated until 1869, the survey. and change of 
names took place earlier. The original name in 1853. was not St. Charles ; 


it was Charles. The township now has a population of five hundred five re- 
sidents, although more than a-:hundred and fifty of these LT 
Indians, according to the United States census. During these y s, t 

industries est:blished in. the late 1850's contimued to grow and expand. 
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There were nore people settling in the township and clearing of land 
was now starting in earnest. The road that Hirar: Davis started through the 
woods to Chesaning enabled people to cone into our area easier. Another new 
coner was the George Hitchings, in 1867. Mr. Hitchings served as blacksnith 

-until his death in 1879. | He had five children; Blizabeth, Carrie, Helen 
and albert. slizabeth married Henry Vinters. Her three children are living 
in St. Charlies: Mrs. Helen Dunn, Mrs. Jessie Surek, and Mrs. Frances Baker 


Helen married Joe Brownell, and though they are both deceased, we renenmber 
then well as owners of the Brownsell Gareral Store. Their sons, Charles and 


Stanley are still living. Ida married Harvey Wilson... Their daughter, Grace, 
pevegein ov. Oharles. an dt 


Mrs. slisabeth Vinters, born in 1869, is the oldest resident living in 
our village who was born here.” 


Mrs. Zlizabeth Kanzig cane here in 1867, purchasing land from: eovern— 
nent as did John C. Davis and Nathan Hall. 

Perhaps, one of. the important developments of this period was the organ- 
ization of the village. The first officers elected as a result of the ele— 
tion December 6, 1869 were as follows:. 


R.R. Thompson’ + ~~ President 
“A.L. Wetnore es ’ Trustee 
Lewis Penoyer ~ Trustees 
Joseph anderson - , Trustee 
-H.S. Guilford =, .. Trustee 
abiredsoveyvart. 9 — Trustes 
Willian sshnan - Trustee 
A.L. Sinmons — Clerk 


A.L. Wetmore was now township Supervisor. 


The various religious groups made great strides during these years. Here-— 
tofore, the various gfoups held their meetings in homes, store buildings, and 
school houses. 


Both the Méthodists and Adventists.established church buildings .in 1869. 
Charles Kimberly save the Methodist the land to erect their church. The first 
church was built where DeShones store is at the present time. The Methodist 
parsonage was built in 1866 while Rev. J.H. Cornalia was pastor. The Rev. C. 
Simpson was pastor during the time the new church was erected. The church was 
dedicated by Rev. J.S. Smart, with no indebtedness. Among those who. subscribed 
nost heavily to the enterprise were Mr. Kinberly, Louis Penoyer, J.T. Symes, 
Francis Ackley, Jared Freeman, John adams, Drs. Rollins and Henry Case and 
Willian Conlclin. 


‘The Adventists built their clmrch for $2,500. One of the 
the adventist doctrine here was the Hev..M.a. Cornell inthe old school house 
during the’ winter of 1860-61... Zlder George Adair was an early teacher. 

Of the early charter members in 1860's there were: : bl 2 


Joel Gulick andrew and Sllen Minto 
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John Holiday © 


Page-l1< 


Charles an 


adolph Schaupp 


Watson Holiday Peter /xurner - 
any Holiday ° ‘nn and 5.H. Grinley 
Delos Vetnors Diantha Griges : 
gamsti) aafred Wilkinson Goodwin Kelsey 
James Wilkinson Joseph and Slizabeth Dudley 
s “Willian Atherton Alfred Snencer 
-: Martha adair Va lLian® Cory { 
Loretta Guilford Martin sathburn 
Hiram Guilford Sanila Harris 
Valdon Guilford S2erah Farah 

The Presbyterian congregation was organized in l6Gyeand “they tuilt ss church 
on thei west side of the Methodist parsonage in 1865. It was sold-in 1881 to 
the Catholics for their church. Mrs. Vinters was bantized in this church be- 
cause, a2s.her mother told her, it was the only church in 2 which to have it done. 
i Many of the pesdplé mentioned-in the above list settiéd*here during this 
peric. ati 

= TE CLVIL Wik VSTERANS : 

The civil war period rarked a rapid) growth in industry as well as popu-— 
ation. ‘sass résult of the war, many veterans were given’ land by the Federol 
ava cnntar en payment for services rendered. Consequently, many of ‘then 
cone 0, OUr~ area... ‘ 

It is unfortunate that we do not have a complét -@ List’ of tows who 
actually left for service from our township. Those the writer is’ including 
are those who -fought in the war and ‘carie to St. Ch varles afterwar gout Ae) “well 
as those who enlisted directly fron here You will undoubtedly recogniz e 
the names of their des cendants. as " 

Those nanes which we know of are: 

George T. Swin, Captain 
Sdward Stimpson, Major 
Francis Ackley,’ “Captain ; 
Woah 5. Wood, Major 
Sdwin H. Jones, Orderly Sergeant 
Nathanel Reed 
Russell Webb 
George Hitchings served as a blacksmith in the Civil War 
Erank Hulten : oy See 
Daniel WV. Rowley.- A prisoner at the Libby Prison iv the 
ater South for a while du uring the War os 
i Mre.2".Craigs : By 
oe. a creunyer. oy 
Erank 3..° Gage 
Mr. Paull 
’ is des BOOT ie 
Charles: Bradt,: M.D. a ase 
‘ Andrew Kanzig het. ee ae é ; SL RORee: Be rf 
Wote: Willian Sanderson enlisted: butbecause of illness was unaple to serve. 
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The soldiers and sailors of Saginaw County organized a union after 
the war. Captain Francis ackley served as Vice-President and Major Noch 
S. Wood as Treasurer. Major Stimson acted as chairnan for St. Charles 
Township. The second reunion was held September 15, 16 and 17, 1880. 
Although many reunions wers held thereafter, none are recorded. 


Benjamin Frank Gage met with the boys fron the First Michigan Cavalry, 
Company M in 1914. Mr. Gage fought with General Custer. When he was 
mustered out in 1866, he had been with General Custer in Utah on detached 
service. 


SCHCOLS OF Tit 1860-1969 PERIOD 


District #l and District #2 school snurollnents were tyenty- Lav 
and forty-nine, respectively, in 18606 and the children were now att 
ing sight months out of the year. Samuel Hunt and Alpheus Oliver were 
still directors. Of special interest to wé who are in the education field 
was the statement made by the school inspector, William Sanderson, at t 
close of his inspection in 1860. “The morals and behavior are good. ©The 
progress in scholarship is not so rapid as is desirable. One great feature 
in 2 new county likes ours is the difficuity of procuring thoroughly 
educated, systematic and energetic teachers. Regular attendance good." 


cr 


In 1862 District #1 had 2 new director, Delos A. Wetnore, who contin- 
ued in this capacity until 1865. Then Addison Wood decane director until 
1868. John Adams then served for two years. : 


In the School District 72 Alpheus Oliver was still serving as director 
and continued until 1863. He was replaced by Francis Harris who served 
for two years.'.Joserph anderson, Joseph Sanderson and D. A. Wetmore then 
served until 1869. In 1869 there were forty-three pupils in District #1 
and one hundred eight in District #2. The buildings, as.assessed, were 
considered to be worth $400.00 and $1,500.00. 


TRANSPORTATION 


Up until 1867 and 1868 travel was nainly by foot, ‘horse, oxen and 
boats. Trails were becoming increasingly nunerous. Corduroy and plank 
roads were coming into existence. on 5 


The greatest event in this ten year period was the coming of the 
Jackson, Saginaw and Lansing railroad. : 


Mrg. Blizabeth Winters recalls her father, Mr. Hitchings, telling of 
the first trip taken by the honeymooning. couple, V. Crandall and wife 
angie, to Lansing. * Fhe coach was a flat car Witt no covering. ‘They sat 
on chairs and when they ‘started Mrs. Crandall's head veil sailed across 
country on the wings of the wind. The Crandalls lived where Mrs. #lla 
Gage now lives. It is one of the oldest homes in our village. 


It was a great day for all small villages when the railroad came 
through. This meant more lumber and all its various products could be 
shipped in abundance So, in entering into the period of the fee Ss 
seventies we; Ting = TaniG, ee community. 
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The boats that did much traveling back and forth carrying passengers 
and mail from Saginaw after the Buena Vista wers: The Little Nell, 
operated by Grove Holiday and Chauncy Freeman, and The Louisa. The 
Excelsior was built by Captain Francis Ackley and was one of the last 
large boats in operation. 


| Mr. Nathan Reed recalls his father telling of the Indians takins 
their. families to the Indian Trading Post in Saginaw by pulling them 
on travois poles. later Mr. Hitchings made small chains and spikes 

to hold these logs tegether.: They were called rafts and were used by 
- Many people to haul things.. Ate 
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The village presidents during this beni na ered aoa peat IS They 
were in their respective order: Lewis Penoyer (2. years), Francis Ackley, 
Aison Loyetmore, '. 4. nday, Henry Case, 7, i. Eddy (2 paces Francis 
Ackley,” ‘Henry Case ‘and Francis Aekleys "there: rwere always four trustees 
elected. Village clerks: during.tnis period. were: <A. I. ‘Simmons, Addison 
J. Wood (3 years), James’ W, Harden, John Gallwitzer {2 years) ,. C.. Me 
Butterrield (2 years), Jared Freenan; Ase"L. Wetmore,- Francis. Ackley, 
William A. Conklin (2 years), Vin Siew er SOns mths Pee (2 years), . and George 
A. Wallace (2 years). The township clerks ce ALL. Simons.\7A. J. Wood, 
Henry Hirst, A. J. Wood, J. B. Adams, George Goodrich, D. 0. Smith, George 
G. Goodrich and D. 0. Smith. 


St. Charles township now has a population in 1870 of one thousand one 
hundred eighty-five. .It has more than doubled its size in this ten year 
period. oo 


A NEW DEPOT 


Charles S. Kimberly, according toa paper written by Mrs. Sears, gave 
the land, as well as building the first depot, for the village. In 1870 
the first telegraph operator and ticket agent, Charles M. Butterfield, was 
appointed, and he held the office until his death. 


NEWSPAPERS 


The first printing office and newspaper was owned and edited by Daniel 
Griggs. It was.a four column folio and was issued weekly. It was started 
May 1, 1877 and-lasted six’ months. It was called the Angel of Light and 
advocated the spiritualistic ideas. ; 


The second newspaper was the St. Charles Times which was published for 
the first time August 3, 1877. It was edited by D. C. Ashman, and lasted 
for eleven weeks. a 


The third venture was made by Williams and McCauley beginning March 23, 
1878 and continuing until September 18650. 


The St. Charles Independent was the fourth newspaper and its publisher 
was Mrs. William M. Conklin. The office was located where Dick Boone 
Service Station now stands. 


There was another newspaper published in 1880 called the St. Charles 
Leader. It was cdited by Gropingiesor and Ricc. In1881 their list of 
subscribers: numbered five hundred. The subscription price was $1.50. Later, 
Mr. and Mrs. Bement purchasod Mrs. Conklin's paper. They published ae. for 
twenty-one years until 1924. Mr. and Mrs. David Steele then carried cn very 
capably for twenty-eight years. 
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The St. Charles Post Office at the corner of Bell and Saginaw Streets. 
From left to right: Mr. & Mrs. Ethie Webb, Layman Whaley, Will 
Mertz, John Reynolds, Wirt Crane, Mrs. W. Crane, May Rowley, 
Daniel Rowley and Ella Rowley Gage. 


The new_Town Hall and the then modern fi re equipment drawn by horse. 
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The then new P, A, Hartley 
Ford Sales building in the 
early 1900's. 


The bakery owned by Charles a 
Elizabeth Schweizer in the earl 
1900's. Louis Gould now has hig 
store init. They later sold to 
Heland and Maude Crampton, wk 
in turn sold to Howard and Alice 
Crampton. 


Miss O'Mara's hat shop 
purchased from Miss Bernier. | 
They both fashioned their 

first hats. Their first shop 

was located where the Hulien 
Drug Store is now. 
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e coiling of hoops for barrels, William Rowley and Elmer Millard 
ay Manchester, Albert Hitchings drilling a test well for coal. 
nd Samuel Myers. 


The new depot in the early 1900's. 
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One of the first rural 
carrier's sled with 
John Reynolds as driver 


: The Peter and Catherine Schweizer Store in the late 1880's. 
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HOTELS, Ree ae STORES AND SPECIAL WORK 


The Diamond Hotel. built. by pares, Be Diamcda. a Ase rE States Marshall. 
was one of. the first: hotels... It was located on Hast. Bell and Wayne Streets. 
Alfred Stewart erected one across from the Hinterman.building..rHe also built 
the home of A. T. Sanderson on Belle Avenue. John Verling's hotel was across 
the street from the depot. Therold Murdock home has a: part of this building 
in it... The: Aaron Dorman hotel has a feed and livery barn in connection with 
it. Mr. Dorman was the first man to run a free ride to and. from the depot. 

It was located about the center of the block between Bell Avenue ‘and Water 
ELS oe: skies S - = ; > Bt cae 

£4 Meeteifal ‘hotel was: that Re dels See atered where. Mes, ‘Peter 
Hartley and James Langstoz now live. He also built the Symes. Hall. x 


A, favorite hotel.of.the lumberman was that of Steadman's... jit was 
across the river on the- corner lot of the first block on the left, of the 
bridge... “It contained a saloon and eating place, as many of the.inns did 
at that. time.. The town had two doctors, Rolland and Seal Case. . 


“ek sn Guilford Annis boot calks for running ines 


nat ‘George ue cranes. en ‘Edward Stout cae as blacksmiths for. pOnP oe 

and oxen. : : oe 4 
amped A. Wallace was the attorney, Justice ate the Peace, and the 

pe es of the Dorman house. wre 


Miles C. “Holiday, Mrokert ok hoponeel ler one i. -W. ‘Rady dealt in dry 
good and general merchandise. 

Andrew Kanzig Bute ce a restaurant and saloon. He also made blackberry 
and grape wines.” : Be BS pase 


ro 


Se R. “Wallis ran’ the bakery, as well tetas restaurant. ce arteae 
. carl eas a sede furniture and borers "as vert as Wisine a 

ees and Ee ed ia “A 

Wanted Stewart was a dealer in in wagons, carriages and sleighs. — 
Stimson was a lumber RS also Healt in lumber. 


ia." A. “Hall and Jacob Winters were Carpenters. 
pe tas re 


G.. §.- Kimberly and Freeman Lytle dealt in reat estate. 
INDUSTRIES OF FREE 


‘The Louis Penoyer™ ‘Company was one of the largest eee ees: late sixties, 
as. fei t as in the 1880's. .Their principal sawmill was. built between. the 
Bad River and_ the- Beaver. Creek. They had several. mills, — some were for 
shingles, staves, “planing lumber, and sawmills. Their: “holdings included 
many townships. George doadrich. was one of their early bookkeepers, accord- 
ing to his daughter, Mrs. E. Powell. 


~ 
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-.. water“boy during the. ‘summer months... .... 


The Gould and Osborn Company in 1874 had their mill on the south side 
of Maple Street’ and their offices on, the north side of Maple Street. They 
manufactured barrel staves and. heading, -along with their sumber - They alsu 
had holdings’ in North ees Circadian 3 i 

W. M. Inglish teem a Papeete “mill. docated on the: northwest corner of the 
“Penoyer™ Mil? yard. Tt: was meee oye oy fire, but, he rebuilt it ,and that alse 
_. burned down:* “3 Seiad ess: 


VA beet S 


ki 


After the burning of iehe W. H. Inglish ue erete ‘ni? “T6éaited waete the 
_grist mill is now, the present grist mill was built by A. L. Wethoré. = It 
“was ¢alted™ “The ys: ae ‘Flouring and Custom Mill, ,It.was later sold 5. 
W. We “Hddy?- am Ayrton aye: ee ae ere | 


see “The: -théése Box and: ‘Hoop Factory.was established hby.a.Mr. aaa The 
“ “boxes” were: “made from'élm-wood. .It-was reported py Mrs." Winters that.. the 
 boxes® were shipped to Herkimer, ‘New Yorkss; Here, the famous Herkimer cheese 


was made;*:it-was known. throughout- the United-S% ates as the. best cheese made. 2. 


Mrs. Winters stated that she tried to get a job thee but macy told her she 
was too young. opeyey D stebor ce. tot euieao gtod ofe 

“The St.Charles: Stave and. Heading. factory was put. into operation in 
1874 by Francis Hood and Victor L. Persons. Their goods were sold and 

_ shipped mostly to New York, Philadelphia and Baltimore. A cooper shop was 
‘also attache d to. this mill. This. mill was located south of the depot. 
Frank Hulien was employed there and probably ip one of ‘their youngest 
workers during the year 1883 was his son, Claud Hulien, age-7. He was the 


SOCIETIES vee) 


The earliest Lodge seems to be the Masons.™ ‘The: st. aeesscrs odes 
No. 313 worked under a dispensation for about one year® ‘and received its 
charter January.29,71874,..The first officers.under>.the charter were: 
te oe We MoNeson ie Eseries S:W. and Alson Le Wetmore, J. We. 


may he ¢. - 


The next poctete was ‘the Oda Tellows® - “Perseverance Toage No. 203. It 
was chartered Hebvruary, EF jr875. The charter members were: R. C. Meyers, 
J. M. Silsby, Nelson’ Hickey, Benjamin: Colvin, A. Cogswell, Je -D. Thomas, 
Thomas Baason Charlies Parks and Abraham K, Stoner. aes 


The Knights of onan St. Charles rade ion 1" 642" was instituted 
April 25, 1879 with twenty-three charter members. - Their.first officers 
were: C0. M. Butterrield, Dictator, Tobias L. Thompson, Vice—-Dictator, 
R. J. Webb, Reporter, W. W. Hddy, Treasurer. The objects af this 
society were fraternity, benevolence and mutual insurance. ~ 


_., Another lodge was the Good Templars. The St. Charles chapter was 
organized April 7, 1875 with twenty-four members...The officers in 1881 
. were! “James Brott, “WoCsT.; Mrs.:Abar, W.V.T.;:,and George Stewart, RS. 


DS whe: Good Templars purchased the Presbyterian, Church for. their, meetings 
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~ and later sold it- te the OL LCs eee 


SS. =e 
ae” AC 


ree } 


an x + 


a a x 


mia eis Yo teres fqews Tce age x6) 
5 Te ofig bra, wf Sitzat ay Sid 


‘ Ter ’ cas 7 : 
~* eet My * tsk 4 mee 1 a <oaey 
® ei! o¢ate £stadgg cis eile ee 
J . Siynrey al aio Fike cee ee 

>$ Sins. tape. ecw SL. efile 


way 6 ings. 21 6 Ul eee s- Gee PF s04 foc hes 

B82 Htls EMSS eI ht Dette’, Ga ee abe cr ee 

Woatseres aban’ cies A te tors 08 

esheig “Waterss epadal! ods. ore a i 
> Chand wanes eee oe pal eo» 

ee Saye Poet or Ba eens fosiad é Spin aed oth 

Oe set Dont ged tad argc) fous Tan \ Gs Agri acih Pass 


© 
‘ 
ey 
= 

5 
fit 


AS. Aodteseae, web sie “a TiIsice ere moe Fee evar no nag 6 
Nite 208 Sa Sie a t> tis igra fe fsiir a: eee Tet: pam LB 
ay Ocde, 2h poe te saat oan ner bhigspnasaat” | toi" 
; Soret GHY Elideraa pata 2 eis Pana 9 Ube | 
{Hepapte Shot Sa we wi thed iene wisas 5 “~~ vom jaw & 
tad. 3h ‘soar 68 Exe ite ton shia O88) + t ede sibtab 
PRAM eomasra ail a brot yh 


sartpieO fo = 


. iv 
U J _ iy “ize 
rocaaet dal -apcegll eg ae iae este r eydol “area sane 8 
BE: <7 S| eee hae Ye ak We TOF eee” i & solu 2 vee 
b fae , 


Wit ray ee crn inl), ads hl ‘S00 eee 
> Seesaw 2S wants ite ‘oil nodal . 


) ¥ i “atte F — a, 
#2 RR oR ey ik aoa eam e aniliey + iy Weloca “ s 
ares J 4: iegey wr atten 5 Ohegae aoe i Cf traretet net 
CEIRT OT Wy ykisverns <A viele ,1eto3 aceled 
Pte Tied s oF mah hin oa Loh iis 


WieGay Sew jo>>- 2 cot ap Bed, wR Lee , rome ta sist 

wieeT tas 202122 {SA .eiciee RE ce ad? tant. agtw. OS 

Ol ee ODOST YY Ln kerease aT shined ue! pats biatsres ioe 
“say TP SIPE iG ei? eee ee Ls vw: cg ah OQ 

iy CO  meueprarsite faveues Shy aye bocd .weincedatt 


in cow etapa Saati £2, st 
bi ob geeckgee etre 
wt Mega { 


padbans sats 


NEW CHURCHES 


The Catholic congregation was organized in about 1864. The Catholics 
held their mestings for several years in rented halls, homes and; accordin 
to Mrs. Frenschoe, many services were held in what is now the Allan Hardware 
and the Diamond Hotel. Many people drove to Saginaw for special services. 
In 1881 the Good. Templars sold thetr building to the Cathclics. The-new 
parish was visited by Rev. Fr. Van der Hayden, Pastor, of Saginaw City. 
After this pastor left for his native home in Holland, Rev. Fr. Ries of 
Saginaw was established herc. Under his leadership the first Catholic 
cemetery was purchased. 


The Baptist church had its start in the late 1880's. Their services 
are reported as being held in the Methodist and Adventist Churches. -In 
1884 they bought the site of the school of District #2 and held chureh there 
until they built the brick chucch now owned by the Methodist. 


The Older Homes of St. Charles 


Homes built. before 1877 in St. Charles are: 


eee UNners NO ee % Owners Then 
fee Sam Wael cy eee wea ee Carl Shepan's home where the V.F.W.- 
‘ ; now stands sgt 
oe Cormtord J. Bunting 
5. Frank Weigeld , Grand Army Republic Hall 
Peers. hla “Cage ta S. Crandell (1868) ~ 
5. Elzie Spencer ~ Francis Ackley 
6. Dr. Russell DB. Paul 
7..William Hoffman D. Phelps 
8. Mrs. Elizabeth Winters — J. Matthews 
ee Ude it Lene ee. 8 J. Ho Barker 
“10 “darry Donaldson ~~" ™ “S*** W. Larned 
Peemeranikcy hrdmatn | mugen F. Woodward 
12. Burton DeYoung, Sr. J. T. Symes 
.18--Arthur Gillion PT gy kD gyros: 
as i a The former Tula Frye a 7 George Holiday 
~15.° Harkins hom3 on Chesaning St. G.F. Brown, later V.L. Parsons & Grimley 
16. John Thurston J- Elwell © 
17. Ray Clippes Dr. Rolland Case 
18. Fred Berg BE. Stout 
19. Joseph Knezek David Panny, then Bements 
20. Paul Kragenbrinks Adams and Freeman . 
21. Mrs. Bthel Wheatley J. H. Barker (built it)- 
22. Stanley Kapusitc ha De Oliver 
25. Miss May Rowley W. Deibt 
24. F. Heineman (hotel) J. Losch (home) 
25. Catholic Church ; J. M. Wilkinson's 
26. Anthony Bruno _ Freeman Lytle, Sr. Kies 
27. Harry Bruno | | . Freeman Lytle, Sr.'s‘son “* -* 
28. A. Bixby ~ Doty eee SIN. 
29. Corner of Bell & Wayne Sit. M. 0. Holiday eee pe meee... 
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Owners Now et ee . Owners Then 


».30.:Myron: Reyher ofo Hee. WEbD 
*: $1.,Louis-Geuld | nae W. M. Smith 
: 62. Mrs:: J. Craig ER Beg De .GULITOLO. 
; 33s A. Remainder ees N21 ChO.ca oe ae 
.34,. Joe Murphy Coes. CoOnkling( soc} 
35... Edgar Cossou ee Methodist Parsonage 
36. DeShones Groceries Methodist Church 
37. Methodist. Church | og ering Fe 
38. Carl Grubaugh School #1 
39. Edgar Turner W. W. Eddy 
40.. Grace arate ha spies ofeal Ee ba 
41, Jared Freeman | | Adolph Goldynia re 
. 42, Present Methodist Sunday Penoyer,. Gollwitzer and Lewis. oe 


Mes. 8 


School, House Seah 


SCHOOLS OF 1870-1879 


For the next ten years the school population steadily increased in 
District #2 until.it was necessary to have three teachers... In 1870 the 
school was assessed at $1,500.00. With well over a hundred children, 
school. directors during this ten year period were: D. A. Wetmore. for five 
years or until 1875, Willian A. Conklin for three years and Henry Case 
for two tree 


In iasuceareas ay the achool. ‘directors were! Jacob Sarr, Josiah Me. 
Caldwell for two years, EB. A.. Stimson, Thomas S. Guilford, Samuel Hunt 
for two years and a. AS Stimson in 1879. 


Mrs. Winters recalls. that when. “ie started to school she was et: 
sent to District #1, then to Dist rict #2 the following day. She said some 
of them hardly knew where they woulé be going because the schools were so 
over-crowded. 1 presume ‘the. season of the year would be. a factor an the 
enrollment. 


Riedl ren fecal Te nie eee cher Adah Jones,,as having a spell down 
one day using three letter. words. He was. seven, years of age at this time. 
“She said to Cla ud, "hop" -- he hopped across the room. He was very embar- 

rassed to learn that he was. to have spelled it instead of eine the word 
out. : 


Mrs. Winters’ first teacher in District #3 was Sarah Botbe gue later 
marrisd Henry Teft. Three. ther teachers she remembers are: Oleo Adams, 
Willard Fay, Ev2 Russell apd, Henry Teft. : ae 

In bringing tc a close nee few written pages of the years 1870-1879, 
we begin to close the curtains on the great lumbering days’ of St. Charles. 
The kind pins is being deple sted and. the oak is now the main source of” 
timber, but the names of. our lumter barons will long be remembered. 
Kimberly, Penoyer, Freeman, Gould and Osburn; also the names. bf three 
firsts — Lytle, Davis and Doty. © 
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THE YEARS BETWEEN 1860-1900 


A busy business man in St. Charles during the early years of 1875 and 
throughout the 1890's was George Goodrich, father of Fred Goodrich and 
Mrs. Elizabeth Powell. On his arrival here he was employed as bockkeeper 
for Penoyer and Co.. He then purchased a log building on the corner of 
East Bell and Saginaw Street and opened a furniture shop along with the 
undertaking business. He had this business for forty-five years. ‘In 
connection with these tusinesses he had a jewelry shop, and his specialty 
was that of piercing ears. To pierce ears he would place a cork on the 

- back of the ear and draw a silk threaded needle through the ear, The 
| customer was. then’ told to draw the silk thread back ooo forth daily until 
| it was healed. They were then ready for the earrings.* 


| In 1876-78 and 1880 he served as township clerk, aS well 2s being a 
‘member of the St.’ Charles District #2 school board» Mr. Geoérich, during 
.the years, was fir e chief, “the firs! town marshal2, clerk in the post 
office and eventually postmaster. “Tt would stand te: reason aoe iS ‘had te 
remodel and eet Ae eats Sate eeR ee, YS, PRA “NOSE | ' ss 
TH POS? OFFICE 1£80- 1900" ‘a hie Ein? yireiliy itera 
“int 1880. Menchecs ‘Wal Yace: was SOsthae eee Miss ccherk was Geo trate? GL 
Goodrich. During the time that Grover Cleveland was-president ,* fone G. 
Goodrich served as postmaster. The next postmaster was W. Mertz. Serving 
as-clerks-for him'were: Eds Mertz and later May Powley (1902):-. Dale _ 
Downing ‘was postmaster for eight years. “Miss: Rowley continued Ystorerk 
until 1922. .Then’shé became the first postmistress:: and held ‘this.office 
until 1934, Mrs. atte seieth Lee sister, was a fen ate under W. Mertz. 


* etrt 


The eieat ‘rural: mai carrier was Daniel Row! ey. He fytakted: in 1899 
or 1900. Mr.* Rowley came to St: Charlés in'1882.* He lived on'what'is 
known today* @s:the Crippo farm:** He had: Four! sons: Fred, Willian, “George 

“and John ana “two daughters, May and’ Elias whe, Rowley was rural ‘carrier 

| for‘six years. “Another rural carrie? was Fohn Heysol ds. Before carrying 
| mail he worked for the’ St:-Charlés Stave Mill.: His one child living’ 
today. is Mrs. Ea, he of Peete as 2 sis wile Was BRR gc eh pa 


pea Mes pales iB a : $6FLu 


draeints oS “BUSINESS PLACES bEsooal 1880-1900 


Ped ee 


. The new hotels cuilt during this period were the Heinemann and Conlan 
| House.’ The Heinemann Hotel Was owned: by F./Heinemenn' s father, Herman, 
back in 1885. Mr: Heinemann is ncw president:of the St. Sharles Community 
“Bank, succeeding Peter Hartley. His father also owned a ue ~ 
The Peter Schveigers came to St. Charles in 1332 eee ehine 

| clothing and tailoring shop. His children were Louise, Anna Marie, Carl and 

Joseph. -Anna Marie married Peter AL Hartley, whose fainily ‘moved here in 
} 1899. Joseph married Mable Sanderson, whose famiiy were ee ese g | eke pare? 
| Louise Schweiger Clipper’ Bag now living in Mason. “ . : 
| Mr. Peter Hartley, Sno a late comer to St. Charles, was well 
| known to many people throughout the state. Of his many activities those 
| that we think of most frequently ‘is his Ford Sales and Service, sawmills 
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and his retail lumber and building supplies business, now operated by 
William Gould. His connections with supplying timber to coal mines are 
“well known. The great smokestack of old No. 8 is: located now at the 
“cottage on Clear Lake. Mr. & Mrs. Hartley will always tte remembered for 
their generosity in tie establishment of the Hartley Nature School Camp 
>for the boys and girls of Saginaw County; also for the lovely town 
Library, as well as many other good works known only to.a-few. -He also 
Tae as bank president for many years. at. 


Another familiar feed mill was that owned by Parmalee. It was here 
that Mr. Collins started working when he came to town.-:;Ted Mertz kept 
books. Mr. Collins cperated the feed mill after the death of Mr. Parmalee. 


. There are many personalities that we would iike to tell about that 
came here during this period. but time and space prevents us from telling 
Ea a gars a is hoped, by this writer, that all oF you will read Andrew Minto's 
poem, "What Chariges Have Been Wrought Since 6 Seer siywil Le recal b=to 
many, places and names that we shovld not forget... One that we should 
mention is the millinery snop that was operated by Miss Bernier. It was 
located where Hulien's Drugstore now stands. -After she retired in 1912, 
our very capable anc nice Miss O'Mara continued her business. Miss 
O'Mara's shop has continued during these years and we are eee proud of 
her and her well-kept shop. —-. fri: ise! : 


Another was the store Kept by Nichols and ‘Rogers. : Both of these 
families have been active participants in civic affairs.;. Many have =~ 
enjoyed the lovely Lyndale Gardens of Mrs. Bertha Rogers. 


Mrs. Weitee Thompson, one of ahs Penton ten queens, was ca years 
old on January 16, 1960. She was born in New York State in the town 
of South Hollow in the year 1859. Her parents were Henry and Chloe 
Wilson. She had a sister, Lannie Wilson Alyward, and a brother, 
William Fenton Wilson. She came to. St. Charles with her family in 1880. 
_ In 1886 she marriea-William Burton Thompson. - They Aave six co a 
Sylva, Clemmie, Mahala, SSS Ora and William-:: Mie Fl cgnile eet 


Mrs. ravieitint bivie now lives in tite home her father-in-law, Burton 
Thompson, built when he came to St. Charles in 1880. Her Sree tn aye 
Edith Wilson, resides with her. 


Andrew M. Armstrong came to St. Charles in 1898.to.establish a shoe 
store. He and his wife, Elizabeth, founded their Sirst store in the 
‘puilding now occupied by Gould's variety store. aA-few years later Mr. 
Armstrong built the store which is now operated by his daughter, Theressa. 
Miss Armstrong has two sisters, Belle in Texas and..Georgiann in New York. 


“ Mrs. Arthur Sunday's 5 family dates back four generations... (Male 

Dahon tetas \Pahity came to St. Charles in the 1870's :to work in the 

lumber mills. Jay Manchester was Mrs. Sunday's father. -For a number of 
years his mother lived in the Earl Clark home. 
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CHANGES IN THE SCHOOLS... Sf 


The old North St. charted District #1 school was stilt operating. 
Mee moa. oxtlmson served as. director until the. school was Closed in 1882. 


- Although: :the ‘new.school was-not. completely finished. -in 1883, it was first 


Be RLSVORY ef: p hererone: ‘we are ees enusne it ae school: Se eee 


used thens: Ira Frees and Benjamin Saniford were the first airectars of 


the new school. * The new school is dated from 1884. It could seat three 
hundred oe ate its assessed value at that time was $7,000.00. The 


Utbonded debt-was $4,000.00 and the total indebtedness was $5,600.00. 


chk hare changed since then for new school EEE eRe 
The writet: eran concn. exercises held in Reet ct FL Was. im-June 190i 
There was one senior graduating. Her name was Harriet Pengilley. IB Bae 
’ Griffin, member of the board, presented her with:the diploma. The faculty 
at that time consisted of: John C. Nafe, -superintendent, . Jennie Nicholson, 
principal, Jennie L. Emerson, Myrtle ee cae es Nina Gollwitzer, Mable 


s eas and: Edith Bier tiatic.. 


~ ~ 


{COAL 18 DISCOVERED. eA ahs haley. 

bitsinae te oie E880!s. oie rantiee annie seeegil daciinsd™ The 
last two: steamers to haul ;lumber from St. Charles..were. the Nickel and Saidee. 
So it was with. great,jexcitement., as well as with thanksgiving, ‘that the 
news of the--finding,.of .caal came to St..Charles in 1890's in the person of 
Alonzo Adams, a well driller. One of the first large mining companies was 
that of-tHe Somers: Goal. , company of Cleveland, at one- time operating eight 

-.or ten-mines..: Williams. Rowley and Elmer Millard were. ,the. earliest mine 
test drillers: -;Mrs. Vera Gollwitzer -Rice was chief bookkeeper for the 


43.545 


- Somers: Coal -Company. -After fifteen years they sold their interests to 


Robert Gage Coal Company. Perhaps many remember their president and 
organizer, Mr. Charles Coryell. Mr, Coryell organized this company in j 
ESE ee: had four mines which ge eae att three thousand tons per day. 


Mr. William Powell. ieee pean seers fat ‘st. Seer tee from. ‘Ohio in 


~ 1898 to work in the mines, recalis many of the coal mines for us.. Old 
= ‘No.:l across from’ :the. depot; -No.- 2: where Richmond Lumber Company . operates; 


‘“Nol-3.onithe right side of the road across from Bill Schroeder's farm; 
new No. 2 back one or two miles from the depot; Willes Creek mine on 
Red Row; new No. 3 on the same street: No. 8 located-.on the Hartley 


~ Nature.Camp.grounds; No. .9 two miles north .and a half-mile east of M-47. 


There were three cooperative mines sunk much later. .They-.were the 
St. Aesth pag pane Ee mine and the pea mine. 


4 


=e Tatts were. salt. onnaey Pee aie in two mines, No, 7 ae No. 2 - Bromide 


was ee andsshipped in gkass jars by rail. The sal: -wasypacked. in barrels. 


«and shipped inthe same mafner.to chemical plants... We bring to a.close 


this. ake S peal :0f:. ‘St. peerLoe from the co 1848.to 1900 ee) 


Gar aie of St. Bere sacar not be Tete eh out the enemies 
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DISTRICT NO. 3 OF ST. CHARLES TOWNSHIP 


The earliest record that can be found is the property of George and 
Amanda Spencer. It was a deed for eighty acres given to them by Mrs. 
Spencer's parents, Harvey and Deborah Adams, in 1857, for $25.00. Mr. 
Spencer's two brothers, Alfred and Charles, and his sister, Binice Oyer, 
came in the late 1860's. There were seven Spencer children. ~“Mrsi.Myrtle 
Walworth of Chesaning is the granddaughter. ‘Mrs. Walworth's mother, 

Emma Burrows Spencer, was one of the first log cabin teachers ins 
“Spencerville, now called Fergus. One of Mrs. Walworth's greatest: 
pleasures’ in her youth was for her father to take her over the ‘corduroy 
roads to Indiantown. There they would see the many wigwams of: the 


Indians. She was fascinated by the colorful shawls of the Indian mothers, 


as well. as the Papooses being carried on their backs." 
Capri gt tb 
ey Mrs.’ Maude Miller's parents, the oyers, lived on the farm™now owned 
by. Roy and SEINE Robins. ut : : Sines 


The next family to arrive in Fergus was that of the Willian aie 
sons in 1859. "Man" Sanderson, who still owned the old homestead, was 
awarded the Centennial Farm plaque in the Fall of 1859. Frank Sanderson 
built many bridges in and around St. Charles. Asa Sanderson owned a 
hardware’ store in St. Charles, 'as well as being president of the St. 
Charles bank. Fred and Anna Sanderson stayed on the old homestead, 
although Anna did teach at the Fergus school back in 1875. “Harry = 
- Sanderson, another son, lived in Fergus as a farmer during his ee ne 


‘William Boist came to Fergus in the year of 1860. His Reutoncents 
will have a centennial farm this year, as a-part of the original farm 
still belongs to Mrs. Fannie Boist Craig and her daughters: Mrs. 
Florence Robins, Mrs. Beulah Webber, Mrs. Ellen Blunt and Mrs. Evelyn 

Mills. a fies. ES, RB 


In the early 1860's the family of Benjamin and Sarah Beedle Price 
came from New York State. They had three daughters: Clara, Louise and 
Emma. Clara later married Benjamin Gage in 1870. They had five child— 
ren: Carl, Clarence, Arthur, Laura and Fannie. Arthur and Fannie are 
still living. Louise married Hiram Lytle, son of Freeman Lytle, one 
of St. Charles** earliest settlers. Emma married Frank SCibeshet Saag 
é brother. ; e.4 ~ 


The parents of ody: ‘aid Harry Chilton came in 1881. :Mr.-Chilton 
was an auctioneer, as well as a farmer. or ei cae 


_ The earliest school records date back to 1860 when school was held 
in a'log ‘cabin: “The log school was used until 1872, -and was: Pie re- 
[placed by a frame school. ‘Karly - ‘directors of the mchoot were; Austin 
 §nith, Alfred: Spencer, George Spencer; J. T. eee neater: Gage 
and A: T. Sanderson. Other early tedchers were: Mildred -Southwekl Gage, 
, Sake C. a oe ERSSAS ee eH ee Downing Reynolds. 

an tee - es ER act Sa 
‘Phe railroad company- established a stop at, Pine: Grove, «South of 
Fergus. Then around 1883 the post office, as well as the railroad 
stop, was changed to Fergus. John Spencer, who owned the general store, 
was then appointed postmaster. Later, Sim Boist, son of William Boist, 
had the post office next to his home. The home is now owned by Henry 
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and Laura Smith. Mr. Pratt served after:him and’ then:Fred Dodge pur- 
Chased the store. The:last owner was Thomas Giblin.. -: 


SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 5 


_._ Early.residents.here were the F. B.. Bentley family;iJohn Pitt, J. 
Mullen and McCrory. <A great many Indians inhabited this area. Among 
the Indians whose families owned land here and now live in St. Charles 
are the Fishers and Stevens. Mr. Fisher recalls his father going to 
the log school in. Indiantown. In fact, most of the children were 
Indians. Mr. Fisher's Indian name is Mis-Wa-Cha. His. father, James, 
was Show—Ne-Geek. - 2 


Walter Berridge is now the oldest person, ninety-three years of 
age, living in this commnity. Ee came with his mother and sister from 
London, England in 1883. He came to Indiantown because his Aunt 
Elizabeth Bentley lived there, His wife, Sarah, was a niece of Mrs. 
McNeill, an old resident of District No. 7. Mr. Berridge lives with 
his sons, Arthur and James, on the old homestead. ~ : 


Indiantown has had four school buildings. The first frame school 
burned during a school performance when kerosene was spilled on the 
floor.’. The second building burned January 17, 1923 after school hours. 
At one time, the school district of Indiantown included a part of / 
Dutchtown. It was later divided to form two districts and part of the 
Indiantown and Dutchtown districts formed the Forest Lawn:district. 
Directors of the early Indiantown school starting in 1859 were:' R. W. 
Beeman, Lyman Stevens (5 years), Benjamin Morse, Peter David, Joel 
Bromfield, Charles Harrison, John Mullen, Thomas Larner and Daniel 
Griggs. .The Indians had a church on the Leo Flory farm for many years. 
By 1881 there were only seventy-seven Indians left in Indiantown. 


SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 7 

_ The first school records that we have for this district were in 
1875, when the school district was organized. Nettie Schuman of Brant 
Township attended this early school, She says it was called the 
"Green Meadow" school, and her aunt, Amy Spencer, taught the first 
year it was organized. Mrs. Schuman is the granddaughter of George 
Spencer. In her early years there she remembers seeing many Indian 
wigwams in the neighborhood. She lived near the present home of the 
Hall family. The first directors were: J. Stevens, Daniel Mahoney 
and E. H. Jones. The first school was built in 1877. 


Some_af the early residents of this district dates back to-the 
1860's. They were: Mrs. C. S. Davis, 0. G. Barker, Daniel Mahoney, 
Orville Stevens, C. Shepran, Andrew Kanzig, EB. H. Jones and Mrs. H. Parks. 


Mrs. Hall says her grandfather, John Davis, came in 1864, She tells 
of him popping corn, without a popper, on the hot coals in the fireplace. 
It popped all over, but it was still good.- 
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_.,The Henry Klump farm was another large farm divided’ “into “several 
smaller ones. Some old settlers living here were: Calvin Barker, 
Alonzo Adams (discoverer of coal in St. Charles), Cynthia Wallace and 
Daniel Mahoney. : ee 


aed Early. residents from the land owned me Bore ALO t ant. are James 
Davis and: Carl eee ae 


oicars 92 at SCHOOL DISTRICT No. 8 


oF igetog todd 


; ‘this. school district was one of ay last. ey Whatricts formed. 
"Records were not available until 1895. School officers were Patrick 
Mahoney, Eugene Frendscho and George Harris. The early teachers were 
_ Katherine Mahoney ae Minnie Welsh. Pacthas & 
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“this booklet was written and printed June,’ 1960... ” - ae 
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FERGUS SCHOOL IN THE EARLY 1900's 


Horse and buggy, Marion Richmond, Mrs. Richmond, Mrs. Mathewson, Ernest 
Carr, Marion Richmond Jr., Clarence Gage, Lillian Prior, Nellie Spencer 
Lizzie Budzier Brockman, Florence Graves, Walter Sanderson, Lucy Mead 
Thiele, Myrtle Spencer Walworth, Della Montgomery Bennett, unknown, Clare 
Spencer, William Prior, Cyril Chilton, Ray Mead. Second row: L to R: Leslie 
Sanderson, Cordia Spencer Alkard, Mabel Adams Schweizer, Anna Budzier, 
Mabel Sanderson Valentine, Lulu Trumble Iles, unknown, Harry Chilton, Harry 
Mead, Elmer Chilton, Lorin Richmond. Third Row: L to R: Blanch Boist, 
unknown, Venice Spencer, Florence Boist, Beulah Boist, Hazel Boist, Mary 
Chilton Jones, Cynthia Carr, Claud Adams, Orin Richmond, Leslie Chilton, 
Leland Prior, Guy and Francis Chilton. Lady with bicycle, Laura Gage. 
Teacher, Millie Southwell Gage. 
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